


Continued growth is of great importance for Children’s Bereavement Center of South Texas. The 
impact of losing a loved one at any age can be profound, leaving vulnerable hearts with emotional 
scars. Through compassionate care aimed at children, the Center can extend its reach and ensure 
that more grieving children receive the guidance and care they so desperately need when they are 
ready. Additionally, continued growth allows the Center to expand our resources and enhance our 
programs, focusing on equipping staff with the tools necessary to cater to diverse needs and various 
complexities of grief. With each stride towards a new year, the staff at the Center remains certain 
we can secure a brighter future for the children we serve, offering them a safe place to express their 
emotions, heal, and rebuild their lives with hope and resilience. 

“The Center’s journey has been nothing short of 

remarkable, nurturing and caring for grief-stricken 

children, fostering a future filled with healing 

and hope.”    —   Marian Sokol, Chief Executive Officer

The Children’s Bereavement Center’s growth has been incredible, reaching 

more young hearts in need and providing solace amid unthinkable loss. 

As we forge ahead, our unwavering commitment to supporting grieving 

children and their families promises a future filled with compassion, 

understanding, and renewed hope 

for their healing journey.
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Dear Friends

As I write this letter, I reflect on our challenges and accomplishments 

in 2022.  Most impressionable is the pain and sadness of the Robb 

Elementary School tragedy, which took the lives of nineteen 

precious children and two talented teachers.  We are honored to 

help the Uvalde community by creating a long-term Children’s 

Bereavement Center in Uvalde and are working closely with 

schools to provide grief counseling and support. We thank the 

many generous donors who made this momentous effort a reality.   

On a celebratory note, 2022 marked the launch of Children’s Bereavement Center - Rio Grande 

Valley after six years of nurturing its growth. Now children in deep south Texas can access 

competent, caring counselors when death disrupts their lives.    

In addition, we were showered with love in October at our 25th Anniversary luncheon, chaired 

by Barbara Wood, Jodi Wood, and Elizabeth Bright. The Board of Directors, Advisory Board, and 

Friends Board members have made the Center’s exponential growth possible as we brought on 

new clinical staff - each dedicated to helping us heal the hearts of many children in our community.   

This necessary internal growth we’ve experienced confirms the ever-growing need for our services. 

So many children carry the heavy burden of their broken hearts alone, but we want to change that. 

We hope the Center continues to be a beacon of hope for families, a haven that allows them to 

express their grief. Each child who walks through our doors brings many memories of their loved 

ones. We hold each memory, each unique grief journey, close to our hearts and honor each special 

person’s life alongside the families we serve.  

This has been another year filled with so much change, growth, and love.  But the one thing that has 

not changed is our dedication to helping grieving children and their families heal.  We have endless 

gratitude for each individual who chooses to support our work continuously. The work is hard, but 

working with generous people like you makes it possible.  

Sincerely, 

Marian
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5,631 } Individual & Family Counseling Sessions 

Individual counseling and peer support groups play vital roles in helping grieving children cope 
with the profound loss of a loved one. 

In individual counseling, children have a safe and confidential space to express their emotions, 
explore their grief journey, and develop coping strategies tailored to their unique needs. 
Through one-on-one guidance from our trained clinicians, children receive personalized 
attention and support, fostering a sense of trust and understanding

5,644 } Peer Support Group Visits

Peer support groups provide a powerful sense of 
belonging and validation as children connect with others 
who have experienced similar losses. In these groups, children 
can openly share their stories, listen to other’s experiences, and 
feel comfortable knowing they are not alone in their grief. 

Together, these therapeutic approaches provide children with a holistic support system, 
empowering them to process their grief, develop resilience, and navigate their healing 
journey with compassion and strength.
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School Districts Served:
• Edgewood Independent School District

• Harlandale Independent School District

• Judson Independent School District

• Northside Independent School District

• San Antonio Independent School District

• South San Antonio Independent School District

School-Based Program 

Our School-Based program helps grieving children across 
the city cope with losing a loved one. This program directly 
addresses the impact that grief can have on a child’s behavior 
in the classroom and their overall academic performance. 
Children can access readily available support through grief 
counseling within the school setting and conveniently woven 
into their daily routines. 

This approach acknowledges that grief can manifest in various 
ways, such as behavioral issues or a decline in academic 
performance, which can hinder their overall well-being and 
educational progress.

Through school-based counseling, our trained clinicians work 
closely with children to create a safe space where they can 
express their emotions, develop healthy coping skills, and 
receive support tailored to their specific needs. By addressing 
the root causes of their distress and providing appropriate 
interventions, school-based grief counseling helps children 
navigate their grief.  This work promotes emotional healing 
and ultimately allows them to thrive in the classroom, paving 
the way for a brighter future despite the difficulties they face.
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Grief CAMPS

Our grief camps play a crucial role in supporting children who are 
navigating the profound loss of a loved one. With four camps held 
throughout the year, we can ensure that children and their families 
receive compassionate care while coping with their loss. Our Camp 
Heroes day camps take place in March and November at the Center, 
while our Summer Camp Heroes and Camp Cardinal both happen 
consecutively in July and August. Both Summer camps are overnight 
camps that provide a space for children to express themselves through 

a variety of expressive arts and physical activities like archery, fishing, sports, and swimming! 
Camp Cardinal is unique in that it allows families that have experienced the death of a parent 
to heal together.

Camps provide a safe, understanding, and fun environment where children can openly 
express their emotions, share their stories, and connect with peers who are also grappling with 
grief. By engaging in therapeutic activities and receiving guidance from our trained clinicians and 
caring volunteers, children learn healthy coping skills, gain a deeper understanding of their grief, 
and realize they are not alone in their journey. 

The transformative power of grief camps lies in its ability to foster resilience, 
promote healing, and equip children with the necessary tools to navigate 
their grief and eventually find hope and joy in their lives.
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Unduplicated clients at the Children’s Bereavement Center of South Texas refer to individual 

children or families who seek support and counseling services for their grief journey. Each 

encounter with these unduplicated clients is a precious opportunity to heal a broken heart. Every 

child or family member who walks through the center’s doors brings with them a unique story of 

loss and pain. The dedicated staff at the center recognizes the importance of tailoring their approach 

to meet the specific needs of each individual, providing personalized care, and fostering a safe 

and understanding environment. With compassionate guidance and therapeutic interventions, 

these encounters become transformative moments where children and families find comfort, 

understanding, and the tools to navigate their grief.

2,218 Unduplicated Children
& Caregivers in 2022

By recognizing the distinctness of each client’s experience, 

the Children’s Bereavement Center ensures that no one feels 

overlooked or alone in their grief, thus offering hope and 

healing to mend their broken hearts.
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IN 2022 WE CELEBRATED OUR 25th Anniversary!

It was 25 years ago in 1997 that the Center started healing the hearts of thousands of children in 
our community. Since the beginning, our unwavering commitment to ensuring no child walks the 
painful journey of grief alone has been at the forefront of our minds. The level of growth we have 
experienced since 1997 speaks to the ever growing demand for our services. Through our 
comprehensive programs including peer support groups, individual counseling, 
grief camps, and other specialized activities, we have been able to provide a safe 
haven for children to heal after experiencing difficult loss.

On October 27th, we gathered 

with some of our most dedicated 

supporters at the Mays Family 

Center at the Witte Museum to 

celebrate 25 years of service in 

our community. 
The transformative impact of our work is evident in the countless number of lives 

that have been touched, offering a lifeline to children and their families who have 
previously felt isolated or consumed by their grief.

Our dedicated staff of compassionate and competent professionals has been instrumental 
in guiding children through their feelings associated with grief. It is through various forms of 
expressive therapies that our staff has continued to help children navigate complex emotions 
and challenges connected to their loss.

As we reflect on all that has happened in the last 25 years and look forward to all that is to come, 
we remain grateful for the legacy that continues to shine brightly as a beacon of hope. Together, 
with our generous community of supporters we can continue to assure the community that even 
in the face of unimaginable pain there is a path towards restoration and renewed joy.
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Our new Uvalde Center is a warm, welcoming , safe space 

for children to  process their emotions, express their pain, 

and find solace amid unimaginable loss.  We are grateful 

to support the Uvalde community afterthe tragedy at Robb 

Elementary School. We are honored to provide a lifeline for 

a community that is healing. 

Through peer support groups, individual counseling, and various community events, our 

staff is instilling hope and resilience in the hearts of children and families in Uvalde. We are 

committed to being a long-term resource for the Uvalde community, empowering children 

and adults alike to move forward together.
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Monarch Society 

From its inception, the Children’s Bereavement Center of South Texas Foundation has served 

a vital role in the overall mission of our organization. The group of donors who have chosen to 

include us in their estate planning has been so lovingly named, The Monarch Society. 

Legacy giving provides a powerful means for individuals to contribute to our organization’s 

long-term sustainability and growth. These gifts directly support the invaluable services and 

resources that bring solace, healing, and hope to the numerous grieving children and families 

we serve year after year.   

You have the opportunity to provide a brighter tomorrow to countless children in their darkest 

moments. Reach out to us today to learn more about how you can help us ensure the mission 

of the Children’s Bereavement Center of South Texas thrives for generations to come!

Laura Allbritton was a friend of Children’s Bereavement Center and a 

cherished donor whose passion for life, children, and animals was as 

boundless as her heart. The generous donation to our Center in Laura’s 

will serves as an enduring testament to the power of legacy giving. Laura’s bequest in 2020 

became the inaugural gift to the Children’s Bereavement Center of South Texas Foundation, 

upon which we will continue to build hope, healing, and support for the grieving children and 

families who will come to us in the future.

You, too, can leave a lasting mark. You can ensure that grieving 
children facing challenging and often unimaginable situations that 
may include early unexpected illness and death of a parent, 
accidents that result in the death of a sibling, or acts of violence 
such as the tragedy in Uvalde will receive competent counseling 
care and support.
 
We extend our deepest gratitude 
to Laura and her loved ones and 
invite others to consider creating 
a lasting impact through a legacy 
gift. For more information on 
the Children’s Bereavement 
Center of South Texas 
Foundation, please contact 
Kristina Hernandez at 
khernandez@cbcst.org 
or call 210-736-4847. 
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Program Services

Management & General

Fundraising

80%

15%

5%

Together, we forge a path of hope, compassion, and 

support, fostering a brighter future for those facing 

the unimaginable loss of a loved one.
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*Includes $3,322,144 restricted for 3-5 years 
 of Uvalde operations
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Drs. Monica and Neal Dalrymple
Mr. and Mrs. Sam Dawson
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Dr. Susie DeKoch
Dempsey Wealth Management, LLC
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Mr. Joe Dishron
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Mr. and Mrs. James Donnell
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Mrs. Marianne Dowdy
Mr. and Mrs. Greg Duke
Ms. Heidi Duke
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Dullnig
Dunaway Associates, LLC
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Evergreen Development Foundation
Mr. and Mrs. Scott Feldmeier
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Frost Bank Charitable Foundation
Frost Investment Services, LLC
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Mrs. Linda Fugit
Ms. Karla Fulton
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Ms. Lilia Gibson
Give Lively Foundation, Inc.
Dr. Patrick Glasow
The Goddard School
Mr. and Mrs. Louis Golm
Mr. and Mrs. Roel Gonzalez
The Gordon Hartman Foundation
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Mr. and Mrs. Jim Goudge
Ms. Teryn Grater
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Greehey Family Foundation
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The H.E. Butt Foundation
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Hannah Foundation
Mr. and Mrs. Charles Hargis
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Mr. and Mrs. Malcolm Hartman
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Mr. and Mrs. Scott Hernandez
Highland Homes
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Mr. and Mrs. Edward Hodge, III
Mr. and Mrs. Chris Hodge
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Mr. and Mrs. Charles Hollimon
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Mr. and Mrs. Mike Howard
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Impetus Foundation
Insco Distributing, Inc.
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JM Family Enterprises, Inc
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Kronkosky Charitable Foundation
Kym's Angels
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Labatt Foundation, Inc
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Lincoln Financial Group
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The Meadows Foundation
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Methodist Healthcare Ministries of South Texas
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Mrs. Marsha Michelson
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MRS Foundation
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NISD Health Services - School Nurses
The Nordan Trust
Norma Denham & Associates
Northeast Pediatric Associates, PA
NuStar Foundation
O Paul Decker Memorial Fund
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Mr. Jose Ortiz
Pacific Mobile Structures, Inc.
Pape-Dawson Engineers Charitable Foundation
Paperclip Promotions
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Pariseau
Patrick Coleman Real Estate, Inc.
Mr. and Mrs. Norman Paul
Paychex Charitable Foundation, Inc.
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Mr. and Mrs. Paul Peace
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Ms. Nichole Peisen
Ms. Lori Pelliccia
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Scott Petty Family Foundation
The Phoenix Charitable Foundation
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Myra Stafford Pryor Charitable Trust
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Ms. Jacqueline Pugh
Mr. and Mrs. Chris Quinn
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Mr. Victor Quiroga
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Dr. and Mrs. Rajiv Rajani
Raymond James Charitable
Red Five Security
Reilly Family Foundation
Mr. and Mrs. Asher Reilly
Ms. Christine Reinhard
Dr. Lance Reinsmith
Mr. and Mrs. Ricardo Reyna
Mr. and Mrs. Ben Holliday
Dr. Fred Rhame
Mrs. Corinna Richter
Mr. and Mrs. Bobby Rios
Mr. and Mrs. Gary Roark
Ms. Tina Robertson
Ms. Stacey Rockwood
Mrs. Leticia Rodriguez
Mr. and Mrs. David Rogers
Mr. and Mrs. Will Rogers
Ms. Kris Rogers
Mr. and Mrs. Paul Rohlfs
Mr. and Mrs. Paul Rohlfs, Jr
Ms. Anna Romero
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Ms. Katie Ruder
Ms. Ethel Runion
Mr. and Mrs. Garrett Ruple
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Mr. and Mrs. Marc Sachs
Ms. Christine Salsbury
San Antonio Area Foundation
Sarma Charitable Foundation
Mr. and Mrs. Trebes Sasser
Mr. and Mrs. Stephen Scanio
Mr. and Mrs. Mark Schaefer
Schwab Charitable
Mrs. Lynne Schott
Ms. Sophie Schott
Mrs. Sherree Schuetze
Mr. and Mrs. Steven Seidner
Mr. and Mrs. David Seldner
Ms. Gretchen Selfridge
Semmes Foundation, Inc
Dr. and Mrs. David Senn
Dr. and Mrs. Harbi Shadfan
Ms. Paige Shafer
Mrs. Lacey Shannon
Ms. Allison Sharawi
Ms. Johanna Sharp
Ms. Laura Shaver
Dr. Maureen Sheehan
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Silicon Valley Community Foundation
Silver Eagle Beverages
Skanska USA Building, Inc.
Mr. and Mrs. Brandon Smulyan
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Mr. and Mrs. Robert Sohn
Dr. Marian Sokol
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Southwest Community Foundation
Mrs. Lauren Spalten
Sport Clips, Inc.
Mr. and Mrs. Tom Spurgeon
Mr. and Mrs. Philip Cooney
SquadUP, Inc.
St. Luke's Episcopal Church
St. Luke's Lutheran Health Ministries, Inc.
St. Luke's Men's Club
St. Philip's Episcopal Church
Mrs. Kristin Stanley
Dr. John Stoll
Mr. and Mrs. Keith Stone
Mr. and Mrs. Rick Stoppelmoor
Stumberg Foundation
Mr. and Mrs. Ronnie Suarez
Mrs. Sue Bonar
Dr. Campbell Sullivan and Mr. Ryan Sullivan

SWBC
SWBC Foundation
Mr. and Mrs. Johnny Systma
Ms. Sarah Talley
Mr. and Mrs. Rocky Lopez
Ms. Cassidy Tanasse
Mr. John Teeter
Tejemos Foundation
The Terry & Regina Armstrong Family Charitable Foundation
Texas Cavaliers Charitable Foundation
Texas Livestock Marketing Association
Mr. and Mrs. David Thomas
Mr. and Mrs. John Thomas
Six Honeybees, LLC
Ms. Kate Thompson
Mr. and Mrs. Blair Thompson
Ms. Mary Thorsby
Mr. Fred Timmons
Ms. Sherry Tolbert
Topbox Solutions, LLC
Mr. and Mrs. Bruce Toppin
Ms. Michele Torres
Mrs. Candace Tottenham
Ms. Katie Tottenham
Ms. Lee Towell
Toyota de Puerto Rico
Mrs. Lucille Travis
Mr. and Mrs. Rick W. Trefzer
Tres Grace Family Foundation
Mr. and Mrs. Mark Trexler
Mr. and Mrs. Justin Triesch
Mr. and Mrs. Marty Truss
Mr. and Mrs. Matthew Tucker
Mrs. Judith Umberger
Union Pacific Foundation
United Way of San Antonio and Bexar County
University Health System
The University of Texas Health Science Center
USAA Foundation
Mr. Alex Valdez, III
Valero Benefit for Children
Valero Energy Foundation
Vanguard Charitable
Mr. and Mrs. Billy Vaughn
The Vertex Companies, LLC
Mr. and Mrs. Manuel Villa
Mr. Johnny Villarreal
Drs. Alice and Sergio Viroslav
Visit San Antonio
Mr. and Mrs. Brian Vita
Mr. and Mrs. Rick Walton
Warm Springs Foundation
Mr. and Mrs. Anthony Warren
Mr. Rick Warren
Mr. and Mrs. Rad Weaver
Mrs. Kathryn Weaver
Mrs. Debra Weems
WellMed Charitable Foundation
WFFCo
Mary West and Richard Taylor
Mrs. Rachel Whites
White's Chapel United Methodist Church
Mr. and Mrs. Clifford Whittingstall
Ms. Elizabeth Wilde
Mr. and Mrs. Spike Willcocks
Mrs. Amanda Williams
Mr. and Mrs. Brandon Williams
Mr. and Mrs. Eric Williams
Mr. and Mrs. George Williams
Mr. and Mrs. James Y. Williams
Ms. Lisa Williams
Mr. Max Willingham
Mrs. Jess Womack
Women of AT&T
Mrs. Barbara Wood
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Wood
Mrs. Mertie Wood
Mr. and Mrs. Mark Woods
Mrs. Lisa Woolley
Ms. Shelley Wray
The Yager Foundation
Ms. Myrth York
Mrs. Melody Young
YourCause (YourCause.Com)
Mr. and Mrs. David Zachry
Mr. and Mrs. John Zachry
Zachry Corporation
Zachry Group
Mr. and Mrs. Josh Zeller
Mr. and Mrs. Frank Zoch
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This list includes $250+ gifts recorded to the best of our 
knowledge Jan-Dec 2022. Please notify our office if any 
information is incorrect.



Lauren Ferrero - Chairman

Frances Gonzalez - Vice Chairman

Jimmie Keenan - Secretary

Connie Gilbert - Treasurer

Roberto “Bobby” Rios - Past Chairman

Children’s Bereavement Center of South Texas
205 W Olmos Dr, San Antonio, TX 78212 • (210) 736-4847 (HUGS)

Children’s Bereavement Center of South Texas - UVALDE
319 N. Getty Street, Uvalde, TX 78801 • (830) 333-9833

Mallory Ahl
Yonnie Blanchette
Tom Coyle
Craig Davis
Dana Deaton 
Mary Ullmann Japhet
Manda Kelley
Scotty Macdaniel

Sonia Montero Poyo
Chris Rulon
Eric Shipp, Ph.D.
Ryan Sullivan
Candace Tottenham
Cecilia Velasquez
Debra Weems


